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from the parent’s perspective / 2004 to 2009

Can you imagine having your son / daughter move out, maybe for the 1st or 2nd time, and
move across the country, to live with strangers? That was the feeling for 5 of our first residents’
parents. In April of 2004 they signed up to have their son / daughter move in to Casa de Amma,
a brand new program in San Juan Capistrano where young adults with special needs would live
in their own apartment!

Checking in with those very same parents, who put their faith and trust in Casa de Amma 5
years ago, we thought you might enjoy hearing their perspective! “Ground was broken and our
son, a Midwesterner at heart — took the very brave step of coming to California to live in his own
apartment, to make new friends, to have a steady, responsible job and to have a social life all of
his own. For us, we could not have let go, three thousand miles away, without being confident
in the founders’ principles, in the staff's compassion, and in the other families’ warmth and
caring toward all residents. This is a wonderful experience and our son now lives in the kind of
community we always dreamed of.”

“Casa de Amma was my hope for a community that would assist and allow our daughter to thrive

then | & now as an independent, compassionate and contributing young lady. She could not have matured
under my wing like she has at Casa. We have seen a young girl grow into a wonderful young
2003 woman. We say thank you Casa de Amma, you are a blessing.” “My daughter moved in — it will

be 5 years in September. That was the first night | slept like a rock — the first night of my daughter
at Casa. | knew that | didn’t have to worry anymore —that the front door would be locked, guests
would be screened, friends would abound and healthy food and great counselors would be
available. | have never regretted this decision nor has our daughter. Thank you God for these
wonderful people and this wonderful place that our daughter truly calls home.”
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y = “When we brought our daughter to California, it was with the hope that though, limited in life skills,
32 she would have an opportunity to gain a level of self-sufficiency. Over the past 5 years we have

C de Goal - seen our daughter develop a strong sense of self, become a good self-advocate and feel a sense
To Provide Individual Support of pride and accomplishment attaining a life that was only a dream before. Before Casa de Amma,
In A Caring Community! we were our daughter’s entire family; with Casa de Amma, we are all part of a larger family.”

build it and they will come!

Casa de Amma started out as an idea formed by a few families who were
looking for a home for their young adult with special needs. At first the idea
seemed 100 good to be true. Then step by step the Leatherby family began
to make the idea a reality. By 2003 an empty lot in San Juan Capistrano was
purchased and plans began for Casa de Amma. Throughout all the meetings
with builders, architects and developers one theme emerged from the Leatherby |
family - they wanted Casa de Amma to be a home. A home for adults with
disabilities where they could have friends, receive support in all areas of life,
and belong to a larger community that valued and respected them.

,‘ 4 % = - .
" ~\ - ’ \‘ ": (.. | \a/

In April, 2004, Casa de Amma opened its doors to the first 5 residents. Excitement and hope abounded as everyone began
to realize this dream come true. A home where adults with special needs could live, work, learn important life skills, form
valued relationships, and create a life they are proud of. In 5 years Casa de Amma has grown to capacity with 32 residents.
Much has changed in the last 5 years. There are more staff, more program options and many more families directly affected
by Casa de Amma. However, the mission of Casa de Amma has remained the same- to provide support to adults with
disabilities in an individual manner as they live their lives.

There is much to be excited about in the future including constant improvements and new ideas of how to better serve
and support each resident. With time the residents and staff continue to get to know each other better, making it easier
to work through any difficulty or struggle. New friendships are formed while others are strengthened. Residents enjoy
new accomplishments such as anniversaries at their jobs, paying their bills independently, and learning to ride the
bus with friends. The dream that began 8 years ago is very much alive and well- it has gone from dream to reality!






